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Dear Partners in Christ,

It is our privilege to bring you a new program calBdlding Hope It is far more than a stewardship

program. It is a lifghanging event that turns pew sitting Christians into agenB 8fRQa f 2 S ® (S
LIN2EINFY A& 3INRdzyRSR Ay (G(KS OSNIFAyGe 2F D2RQa LkRg
through our Lord Jesus Christ.

We are called upon even in these tough times to risk boldly for the gospel. We need to build an altar of
hope in our lives and the lives of others through personal encounters in mission and in the mission work
we do together through the local church, Presbytery, Synod, and Genera | Assembly.

This participatory program includes a DVD of personal stories ofgehi@rough involvement in mission.

LG fa2 LINPGARSE 20KSNJ d22fa a4dzOK | a @g2NBKALI NBaz2
curriculum; and a ritual of personal commitment to be a builder of hope throughout the coming week.

We will be setting uan online presence whergideos ofyour mission experiences may be posted and

where you can share thoughts, ideas and questions. Printed material will also be available on the

t NB&oeidS Nem@alakembigadpieshyery.org

Building Hopeis designed to be as flexible as possible. You may choose to use the DVDs as minutes for
mission or you may use the curriculum as a stadne Bible study. Feel free to use and even modify

the resources to meghe needs of your congregation. We have included a sample design you may find
useful.

We pray that you and your congregation will be reenergized as you experience mission both through
individual action and through the stories of what we do together e lbody in Christ. We know that
mission changes lives our lives as well as the lives of those we touch through our gifts.

May God richly bless yourinistry,
Administration Ministry Team, Presbytery of Lake Michigan

The Rev. Dr. Patricia Ramsden, Miador, Buchanan, Ml
Eileen Best, Christian Educat&alamazoo, Ml
Elder James Hengstebedtlansing, Ml
The Rev. Nelson Lumm, Honorably Retired, Niles, Ml
The Rev. David Milbourn, Honorably Retired, Hudsonville, Ml
Elder Myrna MyersThree Rivers, Ml
Eldeg William SorenserKalamazoo, Ml
The Rev. Janet VanLear, Honorably Retired, Buchanan, Ml


http://www.lakemichiganpresbytery.org/
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| Building Hope ||

Theme: These are tough times but we are called upon even now to risk boldly for the gospel,
building in faith an altar to Goaf hope realized
Possible AudiencesCongregatiors as a whole using mutes for mission, worship resources,
and/ or Bible studies; session stigd; small group Bible studiepgrsons interactinghrough
the internet sites.
A Six Week Study:Each study sessianayinclude:
1 3-4 minute video on missiog showing faith andhope lived out;
f Mmn YAydziSa 2F aAKINAYy3 LISNA2YIlf ai2NASa 27
commitment;
1 10 minute study/ discussion;
1 5 minute ritual of personal commitment to become an ambassador of hope (see
below).
1 Each session will last approxately 30 minutes and could easily expand to 60
minutes.

Each week builds upon threviousg SS1 Qa O2YYAUYSyid 6A0GK St OK
stone to build a community altar. A new stone is given each week and serves as a reminder of
St OK LIS NE& 2 yithaibe ahabdgsaddf 8f hope the world in which they live.
Commitments may range from listening to the story of somewhe ishurting, to serving in a
soup kitchen, to going on a mission trip
Each participant will share their story of hope heyt have acted as the incarnation of
hope to others. After sharing their story, they will put their stone on the altar as it giarngsr
and larger If the study is with a large group, have two or three people share their stories giving
time for everyor to put their own stone on the altar.

Suggested Outline Of Sessions

1. Recommitting to the call of God by building an altar of praise and obedience; suggested
scripture: Deut. 27: 110; Joshua 24:4t28
Reaching out to local communipgersonal commitment: Matthew 25: 246

Reaching out through the Presbytergersonal commitment: Micah 6-8
Reaching out through the Syngg@ersonal commitment: Luke 4: 18

Reaching outirough General Assembfypersonal commitment: Matthew 28: 180

o g M w N

Committing to build an altar of love witnessed to by our lives; this final ritual would include a
commitment of time, talents, and treasure moving into the future. | Peter-2: 4
5



Building Altars of Hope: Brief Commentary
Deuteronomy 27: 110; Joshua 24: 128

.dZAfRAY3 Fy |fGF NK Lad GKFG NBTanMNMStRégantte2 dzAf Ry Q
stewardship projectBuilding Hope one of the questions raised was why we would choose to use the
image of building an altar when, for some, the very mention of building ajtaven altars of hope
seemed, at the least, anRresbyerian. However, as Ryken, Welhoit, and Longman point out, the most
grarotsS arady 2F 2ySQa RSG20GA2y (2 D2R Ay GKS | SoN
D2RQ& LINRPYAASA | yR GKS OSNIIAYy 7¥Fdzablace of¥asrifice 2 F (K2
odzi 6SNB Ffaz2 | LXFEOS 2F g2NARAKALI FyR O2YYAGYSyd A
LINEYAAdASa ONARY3IAY3I | o02dzi ySé o0SIAYyYyAydIad FT2N D2RQa
The first altar mentioned in Hebrew scripture confirms this as Noalkidan altar after the
waters of the flood subside, symbolizing the new beginning God had given to all the earth and as a sign
of the covenant between God and all humankind. Truly this was an altar of promise and hope, an altar
of commitment to build a n& world. (Genesis 8: 1X)
2SS 4SS (GKA&a O0dAtRAY3 2F |tiGFNAR O2ydAydzS a I+ N
O2YYAlGYSyld (G2 06S0O02YS D2RQa LIS2LX S o l 9N} KFYZ Lal
mark their encounters with God.
So, wlile altars were indeed used as a place of sacrifice, | would maintain that the altar first built
in the Promised Land, the altar this paper is focused upon, was, in the tradition of J (the name given to
one group of anonymous Hebrew writers), an altar @fyer rather than sacrifice. This altar was one of
K2LJS FyR O2YYAUYSyYyd Ay NBaLkRyaS (2 D2RQa 020Syl yi
over the course of the stewardship study as we renew our commitment to serve our God. In these
uncei F Ay GAYSa 6S IINBE OFfftSR (G2 o0dzAtR 2dzNJ 246y € G N
¢CKNRdzZAK GKAA O0GxX 6S oAttt NBYySgs 2dzNJ RSaANB (2 oS
Deuteronomy 27: 410 is one of the seminal passages upon which thidysisibased. This
LI 44138 GStta 2F D2RQ& O2YYIFIYR F2NJ KS LIS2LX% S
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the land God was giving thega land of milk and honey.

Notice that the command takes place while the people are still in the wikkes seeking to find
their way, seeking to become the people God created them to be. They take up the stones in the land of
hardship and tribulation where they were stripped of all the things upon which they, like we, too often
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place our trust. They wergripped of power, of the ability to rely upon themselves to meet their needs,
of their tendency to worship false gods. In years in which they wandered through the desert they were
stripped of it all, until, finally, they relied only upon God, the onel Gbe true God, and the law God
had given them.
It was that law that the Lord their God commanded they inscribe upon the stones they would
take out of the wilderness into the new land of promise and covenant. They were to write that word
clearly upon heir hearts as well as on the rocks they would carry so they would remember the law all of
their days and all could see the law of God lived out in their lives. And what is that law? It is as Christ
declares: to love the Lord our God with all our hesotll, mind, and strength and to love our neighbor
as ourselves.
When they entered the new land, the land of their tomorrow, God commanded them to build
an altar of the stones of the law, make sacrifices of dwelhg, and rejoice (Deut. 27:7). So we,t;m
this uncertain land we currently find ourselves in, must take up stones written with the commands to
love God and love our neighbor. We must build an altar of our commitment to live into that law that we
too might claim the land of our tomorrow. ik important for us in these troubled times to remember
what Patrick Miller points out in his commentary on this passage: the covenant of promise and
commitment is made before the reality of reaching the promised land. We cannot wait for the good
times, for the Promised Land, to become a reality in our lives before we live out the loving commands of
God.
LG A& 2y GKS gAfRSNYySaa aARS 2F GKS W2NRIYy O(KI
the people of the Lord your God. Therefore obey the Lot Y50d, observing His (sic) commandments
FYR 1 A& 6aA00 adl GdziSaxe
In Joshua 4 we see the commands of God carried out as the people take up twelve stones when
they cross the Jordan. They carry these stones to the other side to build their altar ké¢fdng and
O2YYAUGYSyld G2 D2RZ Fy FtGFNIo6oFASR dzLl2y D2RQa LINRY
altars of stone could be built very quickly but would fall to pieces if they were not taken care of and
tended to on a daily basis. So the coitment of the people of Israel, and our commitment, will fail us
if we do not tend to the word of God inscribed upon our hearts. Those words must be lived out each
RFe 2NJ GKS 020Sylyld ¢Aff FlLAEZ y2i 0 6cOduskzdf®ur2 ¥ D2 R

failure to keep our commitment to the law of God demanding an active, not a passive, love.



InJoshua24: 1y s 68 KSIFNI 2yOS Y2NB G(KS a6SSLMAy3a aidz2N

and the people are asked yet again to pledge uncaowi loyalty to God in grateful response. Service
G2 D2R Aa ¢KIG Aad RSYFIYRSRX y24 | LI aairgdsS FlLAGKOD
times in verses 124. Pressler points out that in verse 21, the people affirm their decision to Heve
Lord at a deeper level, with greater awareness of the costliness of their choice. The question/answer
format of these verses echo the question/answer of Jesus and Peter we find in John 21: Do you love
me? Then feed my sheep.
The ancient Israelitelsad to learn time and again what we must learn: choose to serve God in
our daily lives is not only possible, it is necessary. The same God who demands our obedience will give
us the strength and the love we need to fulfill the promises we will make dsuie our altars of

committed service.

A Brief Commentary bihe Rev. Dr. Patricia Ramsden
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| Liturgy of Stones ||

Liturgy of Commitment

Each participant receives a stone representing their commitment to be a builder of hope in the coming
week. If possible the stones themselves shouldehspecial meaning (stones gathered from around the

church, stones from their homes, etc.). Participants should hold their stone during the commitment
liturgy and return it the next week to dedicate it as the community builds an altar of faith and poaise

God. Each week the liturgy of commitment will be repeated and participants will receive a new stone of

commitment.

Leader:

While the people of Israel were still on the far side of Jordan, the Lord asked them to pick up a

stone to carry across to theew land of promise God would give them. These stones of
commitment to a new way of life would be used to build an altar of praise to our God of
salvation and hope.

CINJ G22 Ylye 2F 2dz2NJ 6NRPGKSNAB | YR aumey Sida
so we take a stone this day for them as well as ourselves . It is a sign of our commitment to

help them cross the Jordan to the land of promise and hope, the land of our salvation. Each

week we shall build our living altar upon the cornerste of our faith: the love and grace of
our Lord Jesus Christ.

Come, when you are ready, to receive your stone and write upon it as you write upon your
hearts, the command of God. Place the stone where you will see it often during the coming
week to remnd you of the act you pledge this day to build hope in the lives of others.

When each participant has received their stone and meditated on the deed of love they are committing

themselves to they join in unison prayer:

Lord, today we promise to be Youyreople, to obey Your laws, and walk in Your ways. This is

no small commitment and cannot be confined to well meaning intentions and pleasant words.
So we have a rock to remind us of our commitment to serve You and those You love in a very

real, very comrete way during this next week. Help us to not only build hope for them but let

our own hope and faith be strengthened as we do Your work and build a living altar to You of

our lives.

Remind the participants that next week they will return their roaksl tell the stories of hope and life
as they build a community altar of commitment to God.

11
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Liturgy of Dedication:

Each participant will be given an opportunity to share their experiences of the last week. If the group is
large, you may want to haugo or three people share with the entire group and then break into

smaller groups for individual sharing. Following the sharing the stones are used to build a community
altar of praise and commitment at the front of the sanctuary.

Unison Prayer:
Lord, when we crossed the river Jordan so long ago, You commanded us to pick up stones to
build an altar of remembrance to all Your ways, a living altar of faith upon which we would
write Your Words of love and law. But Your words must be written on our hears well as
tablets of stones, and so these rocks we bring are mere shadows of the offerings of our lives.
Accept them dearest God and allow our altar of commitment grow each week as we discover
what it means to be a living witness to You, building h®m our lives and the lives of others.

When ready have each participant come forward with their stone, building an altar of commitment. The
liturgy of commitment will follow this act as a new stone is given to each participant for the coming
week.

Final Liturgy of Commitment Week Six

Leader: Over these past weeks we have learned how our faith changes not only the lives of others but
our own lives as well. We have also learned that our altar of love and commitment to God is not built
just by our ndividual stones, but from the stones of us all, both near and far. Together we proclaim the
Good News of Christ and together we feed the hungry, clothe the naked, visit the sick. Together our
altar of commitment grows.

Today we make the commitment tmntinue our altar building by bringing forth a stone of commitment
for our lives and a pledge of commitment for support to all those who work to make ministry possible.
Your commitment makes it possible for gardens to grow, building to be built andairesd and

workers to be paid. Your commitment reaches out into each person you touch and each person
touched by the larger church as well.

Come when you are ready to commit your stone and your pledge on our altar of love.

UNISON PRAYER:
Lord, ove these weeks we have committed ourselves to living out Your love and our lives
have been changed because of it. We have been moved not only by our own stories but the
stories of others as we have shared the reality of hope through ministry. Keep ubftdiin
our deeds and in our support of each other as we continue to add stones of commitment to
our altar of praise.

Author: he Rev. Dr. Patricia Ramsden
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Worship Resources
Week 1(Deuteronomy 27:110; Joshua 24:128)

Callto Worship

Let us gatheto praise the God of the heansand the arth, the One who dwells in the
wilderness andn the promised land.
WE OFFER OUR THANKS FOR GOD'S GOODNESS.

Let us gather to remember God's faithfulness through the generations, from the beginning of
creation,to the leading of God's people across the Jordan Rivet@ddrusalemto the
offerings of our worship today.
WE OFFER OUR PRAISE FOR GOD'S STEADFASTNESS.
Let us gather to create our own altars of stones as a withess of our commitment to worship only
God and to serve God's people.
WE OFFER OUR LIVES AS ALTARS OF HOPE THAMAY HE®W OF GOD'S
FAITHFULNESS.
Let us gather to honor the gift of faith, lived fully by Jesus, claimed by our ancestors, and
strengthened in community.
WE OFFER OUR VOICHSRNISE AND OUR LIVES IN GRATITUDE.

Prayer of Confession

We come in prayer, not because we have all the answers but because we are iof iteeds

guidance. Mindful of God's mercy, let us pray together:
Creator of all that is good and lifsustaining:we want to be faithful caregivers of our
legacy of faith but we don't always know how. We often want assurance of the
outcome before we step forward in faith. Sometimes we are swayed by the
temptation to serve false gods and we find it difficult to disaeyour voice among the
many that fill our lives. The needs of our world are many and we afien
overwhelmed, not knowing whom to care foiso we withdraw. Quiet our souls.
Grant us your forgiveness in Christ to begin anew again, and again. Fillths w
courage to follow your leading even when the way is difficult.

We continue our prayer in silence.

(Silent reflection)

Words of Assurance
As the Lord our God brought our ancestors up from the land of Egypt, out of the house of
slavery, so the Lordur God has given us new life in Christ. Claim this promise of Good News
and live as forgiven people of God!

13



Prayer of Dedication
Generous God, with gratitude for your countless gifts, we offer our gifts today. By your grace
may these gifts offer the pmise of hope to those in despair, the gift of faith to the faint
hearted, and the witness of your presence in our lives. In Christ we pray, Amen.

TheRev. Cathy JohnspRarish Associate, Pine Island Chukailamazoo, Ml
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ChidreQad aSaal 3S

Week 1 Gtrength in numbers in fellowship)

Preparation In apaperbag, have a goodly number of sticks awihjs gathered from your yard.
Invite children to come forward and join yduthe front of the sanctuary.Engage in welcoming baatt
with them. Show the children your browpaperé | 3 ® t AljdzS GKSANI AyiSNBadag F2

Questions to pose
1. Why do we come herto worship together each Sundayoming? (Restate their responses
GAUK LINI AaS F2N S| OK dselves And yidBship jésGas &ell?- @r what
o2dzi 0SAy3 2dzi Ay yI GdzNB  &e ppsSibilikiefbutlEadR Q &
calls us to worship in community.

D¢ 2R
- N
< <
O« »

2. Remove one stick from the ba&ee this stick? (Ask one of the children to $&eely can
break it in to two.) WOW!! That broke quite easfyA Ry Qi A (i K

3. What would happen if we add another stick so that there are two sticks together? Is it
stronger now? Why do you think it is stronger? (Wait for their responses. Elicit answers.)
[$60Qa 1S88L) FRRAYI a0A0145XPOKEBS GKS OKAEt RNBY

4. Do you think this bundleould be broken asasily aghe single stick was brok@nThen why
are they strongetogether?

Summaryc Worshipping hereogether makes us stronger as individuals. We are like these sticks;
individuallywe are weaker and can be more easily broken. But, together we are stronger. We
support each other in our faitjpurney, in our relationship with Christ. Being here together elp
us challenge each other to grow, allows us to support each other in joys and in sorrows. We do
this because we arefamily.

Gather the children in a circle for prayeHeavenly Father, thank you for the right to gather here
together as guests in yolnouse Thank you that we are family to each other and your children.
Help us remember that when we come together for worship we are stronger in you, stronger for
each other and that together, like these sticks, we are strengthened in our service tGAyml.
together we say), Amen.

Jan Nowak.umm, Director of Caring Ministries / Social Services, Salvation Army, Niles, MI
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Worship Resources
Week 2(Matthew 25:31-46)

Call to Worship
God is present with us in all experiences of life.
l'aL5 [LCHIQP 9{ ¢M®WWa 9+xL59b/ 9 hC Dh5Q{ tw9{9b/ !
God is gracious, faithful, and full of compassion.
IN THE MIDST OF NEED AND SUFFERING, WE LOOK TO GOD, NOT TO OURSELVES.
D2RQ& ONBIGAGS 62N)] O2ydAydzSa | Y2y3 dzad
PRAISE GOD FROM SUNRISE TO SURS$EIS DEVOTE OURSELVEh Dh5Q{ 2!
AND WILL.

5

Invocation

Incarnate God, we are discovering once more that you dwell with us, within us, and with the stranger.

,2dz FOG Ay dza a 6S 6ALIS tgle& y20KSNRa GSFENBT | &
as we clotle the naked; as we visit the prisoner; as we care for the sick. With each and every loving act

we place a stone of compassion upon your altar of hope. We are your people. We are your ambassadors

of hope. Let us know you more fully in this time of worskipdy and sharing. Amen.

Prayer of Confession

We confess, O Gdtat we have failed to see Jesus in the strangers around us. We blame the homeless

and the hungry for their condition. We prejudge the prisoner and predetermine his/her unworthiness.
Eventhea A O1 I NB LIJdza KSR 0S@2yR 2dzNJ KSf LI K2LS |yR KSI f
problem. Yet we, too, have been needy and weak and afraid. O compassionate Lord, forgive our self

concern that blinds us, shuts out others and cuts us off from yowerAm

Assurance oPardon
As we look only on our own interests, our lives are hollow and diminished, but whenever the Spirit of
Jesus Christ reigns in us, our lives are filled with divine purpose and eternal meaning. Because we have
1Y26Yy D2RQ&, wehd clle@tdzsharednith stranger and friend alike the abiding love, grace,
and mercy of the Lord, Jesus Christ. Friends, live now as those who will inherit the kingdom prepared
from the foundation of the world.

PRAISE GOD, WHO GRANTS US A VISI@NAIFLIFE IS INTENDED TO BE.

GCommission and Blessing

2SS KIFE@S 0SSy K2y2NBR o0& D2RQA LINKaSyOS 4AGK dzaT o
91l dzA LILISR 6@ D2RQ& LINRPYAaSazr ¢S 32 2dzi G2 aSNBSo !
graciousand merciful God goes with us. We commit ourselves anew to seeing the Christ in others.

Surely God is at work in us and through us for the sake of his son, our Lord, Christ Jesus. Amen.

The Rev. David Milbourn, Honorably Retired, Hudsonville, Ml
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Chi IVQN..'S)/Qé. aSaal as
Week 2 Reaching Out and Reaching JUp

NOTE Be sensitive to physical limitations of the children that may require modificatiohe lesson

Invite the children to come forward and join yatithe front in the sanctuary.

While theyare coming together, move about among them and purposefully look at their hands. Be
demonstrative about it. You should get giggles if you do this right.

Questions to pose:
1. Did everyone come here today with two hands? Let me see them. | mustebgosuknow!
D22 RHH LGQ&a @OSNEB AYLRNIIYyd GKIFIG &2dz KI @S

2. We have only one mouth, yet two handsm-m-m-m. We have only one head and one
heart, but two hands. #h-m-m-Y @ 2 Keg Aa GKFGZ L 62yRSNK
pretty deliberate if you think about it. His anatomy is perfect.

3. Okay everyone, copy me. (At this point, invite the big people in the sanctuary to also

participate in this demonstration.) Have the kids stand up in a circle,ghe these
instructions:

1 Take you left handand hold it waist high, palmide up.
1 Now take youright handand hold it up at waist height, with pakside down.

4. Have the children look around at the hands. Now tell them, if you do this right, your hand
will fit naturaly into the hand of your neighbor. Tryit. SeeAa y Qi G KIF G 022t K

tellsus is that we have one hand for reaching out to others and one hand for others to reach
out to us.

Summary
You see, God does not intend for us ®dlone, to be isola God intends for us to reach
out to others in compassion and to be available so that others can reach out famdik,
R2y Qi YSIty 2dzaid 6A0GK 2dz2NJ KFyRAD ofe&hotSSR {2
to others in need and to allow them to be there for us.

Gather the children around and pray with them
Dear God, reminds daily why we have two handsovide for us opportunities to reach out to
others in Chrigan love, infriendship and irgenuine caring.Also help us to be tender enough
to allow ahers to reach out to us, Lorbecause that is exactly hoyou designed us. Amen.

Jan Nowak_.umm, Director of Caring Ministries / Social Services, Salvation Army, Niles, Ml
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Worship Resources
Week 3(Micah 6: 68)

Call to Worship

God has called us and gathered us
COME, LET US WORSHIP
One: We are young, we are old, we are strong, we are weak.
COME, LET US WORSHIP
One: We are hungry, we are full, we are rich, we are poor
COME, LET US WORSHIP
One: We are filled with fear, we are filled with hope
COME LET US WORSHIP.
One: We are educated, we are uneducated, we are prisoners, we are free
COME LET US WORSHIP

LI Y 29 w9 Dh5Q{ t9ht[9 [hbDPbD Chw {I![ha

Prayer for the day( Portions of Psalm 16, NRSV)

t NEGSOU dzAX h D2RI FT2NJAYy @e2dz ¢S KIFI@S (IF1Sy NBTdA
322R | LI NI FNRBY @&2dzpé . 2dz FNB 2dzNJ 2y f @& ek LIS !
whom is all our delight. The Lord is our portion and my cup; you hold our lot. We bless the Lord who
IAPSa dza O2dzyaStT 2SS 1SSLI GKS [2NR [fglea 0ST2NB
moved. You show us the path of the lifa.ybur presence there is fullness of joy; in your right hand are
pleasures forevermore. Amen.

Prayer of confession

Gracious God, we confess that we find our hope in the many lures of this world. We find security in

what we own, in our achievements, akdyy a0 SAy 3 o0SGGSNE (KIYy 20KSNHAO® 2
worldly success and end up isolating ourselves from one another. And as we put our energies into

0KSaS FIrtasS K2LSas>x 2dz2NJ oNRPOUKSNE | YR aretiBoddage | £ 2
of the body, mind and soul seem to prevail in our lives and in the world. Our creation is groaning for

freedom. Forgive us merciful God. Teach us, as individuals and as your Church, to put our hope in

YOU. Free us from our fears that wiay do justice, love kindness and walk humbly with you all our

days.

Assurance of Pardon

.NPOGKSNE |yYyR aAai0SNBR Ay /KNARAGZI D2RQa t2@S Aa T2N
teach us His ways of justice and mercy. Because’o® NBRSSYAyYy3a g2N] > ¢S | NB ¥
Spirit lives in us, we can be transformed into those whose hope is in Christ. Believe the Good News of
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GKS D2aL)sft 3 AY WS&adza / KNRaG 6S | NB ‘FZNH)&@SVCD
Amen!

Prayer of Dedication after the offering

Giver of steadfast love, our only true hope is found in you. You alone give us life. You alone have
redeemed us. You alone blow the breath of love and faith in us. You alone unite us as your church.
We offer these gifts to you in gratitude for all you have done and are doing for us. Please use them and
use us to bring your Kingdom of Shalom to this earth. Amen.
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Week 3 Always look for the nmacle inside)

Prepaa@tion: In apaperbag you should have an apple and a paring knife.

Gather the children around you in a circle on the floor making sure they can all see yoShil.the
children the bag and encourage their curiosity for what you have brought today.

Questions to pose:
1. 126 Ylye 2F @2dz KIS SOSNI KSIFNR GKS LIKN}IasSs
do you suppose that means? (Elicit conversation and their interpretations.) Do you believe
the phrase to be true? (Wait for answers.) Whiléitad) with the children, start to take the
apple and the paring knife out of the bag. Sometimes things are more than what they seem.

2.1 2¢ Ylye 2F @2dz tA1S LWLXSa G2 ayl O]l 2YyK D2
apple. Will you watch with ? Most of the time you or your parents probably cut an apple
this way, (demonstrate a vertical cut with your finger only on the apple), right? Today |
want to show you a miracle inside. How many of you realize there is a star inside of every
apple? Wgh. Now cut the apple horizontally around the girth of the apple, revealing a
five point star inside made of the seeds. Show it to the children.

3. Now, if you always, always, always cut the apple vertically you would never find the miracle
gift inside,would you? You see, sometimes we need to look at things or do things in a
different way to see the treasure or the miracle inside. People are like that, too. Sometimes
we need to take a look at people differently to see the treasure omtivacle pregnt inside
of them!

Summary
TKS ySEG GAYS @&2dz YSSiG &a2YS8S2yS ySé 2N S@gSy asSs
miracle inside of themjust like thereisineachofl D2 R R A Ry Q lsorsurgises o A NI Of S
gifts insidgjust for apples,Goddid the same with each and every one of us because we are his.

Ask the children to join hands in the circle for a quick prayer
Gracious Heavenly Father, thank you that we are treasures to you, that we have miracles inside
of us, thank you that we can beore than meets the eye. Help us to reveal on thasidethe
wonderful treasure that you place on tlieside of us. Amen.

Jan Nowak_.umm, Director of Caring Ministries / Social Services, Salvation Army, Niles, Ml
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Worship Resources
Week 4(Luke 4:1621)

CGall to Worship

/I 2YS YR aSS8S1 D2RQa ¢2NR T2NJ 2dzNJ t A@9Sa G2RlIe&o
29 D!'¢l 9w ¢h {1 !w9 ¢19 {tLwLecQ{ tw9{9b/ 9 Lb
Come, listen to the words of Jesus and learn his model for life.
YOU DESIRE TO GIVE US LIFE SO WE MAY ENJOY IT.
Make us ever vlling to be good stewards of all of the gifts you entrust to us.
WE COME TO PRAISE YOU LORD, OUR CREATOR.

Prayer of the Day
Loving God, we seek your guidance and wisdom so our ministry might be pleasing to you and our
service to be helpful to others. Mayour Spirit, who spoke through Isaiah and Jesus, speak to us
and send us forth to be your faithful disciples building altars of hope. Amen.

Prayer of Confession
Gracious God, our lives are broken and we are wounded by evil all around us.
We have failed to reach out to help those in need or unable to care for themselves.
We have turned our backs on the cries of hurting people and prefer the comfort of our own
situations and space<5ift us with your healing grace so we may be made wimobody and in
spirit by you.Enable us to trust and believe that today yewwsrds of promise and hope are being
fulfilled all around us and even within uStrengthen our faith and deepen our love for you and
each other. Amen.

Assurance of Pardon
Frie/ RaZ KSIFNJFYyR 0StAS@®S (KIFIi D2RQa 22NR A& KSI
IN JESUS CHRIST, THE GREAT PHYSICIAN, WE ARE MADE WHOLE AGAIN AND GIVEN
NEW LIFE IN CHRIST FOR ALL OUR DAYS.

Prayer of Dedication
Giver of every good and perfect gift, out of thewtrdship of our whole lives, we return these gifts
for bringing good news to the poor, the captive, the blind, the lame, the deaf, and the oppressed.
al 1S 2F dza | O2YYdzyAaide 2F FlLAGK GKFG fA@Sa 2 dz
and lrothers. To these abiding commitments, we add our energy, intelligence, imagination and
love; and we offer them all to you, O Lord, with grateful hearts. Amen.

The Rev. Nelson E. Lumm, Honorably Retired, Niles, Ml
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Week4D2 RQa YW&a it

Gather children around in a circleEngage conversation about their thought God.

Questions to pose
1. When you think about God, what comes to mind? (Wait for responses.)

2. 52 @&2dz (NYzdale Di22R KI NHzaldi pak S SHSNEBGKAY I Aa 3I2A
when there are challenges or problems in your life? Can you trust Gogdttogh

3. {2YSGAYSa AGQa KIFEINR (2 0StAS@GS Ay oKIG 6S R2
machine b save my life! You put a piece of paper in a machareand the same
information comes out on a piece of paper someplace elde® doesthe sunget back
each and every morning? How does the sun get back up every night? | see thatlitudoes,
L  ©dxplafd how. Can you think of things like thiSeek examples.)

4. God is like my fax machine and God is like eactidayd dzy NA aST L aSS | Aa
dzy RSNBGIFIYR K2¢ 1S YI1Sa AdG Fff 62N} @ [ S
(Invite their imaginations to create blackcow in their headr have a picture to show.)

Now picture the cow eating lots and lotsgrfeen, greerd NJ- & &4 @ hil & KSNBQ&
little curious. From the black cow, who eats greessg, we gewhite milk andyellow
butter! Now does that make any sense to any one? How can that be?

o

Q

5. Do we need to understand thiaysteryto enjoy the milk? N!' Of courg not. Do we need
to understand how it works to bebde to enjoy butter on our toast in the morning? No, we
R2Yy QUT ¢S 2dza it works &Rto knaw tiiaNtigagdod. G K I

Summary
We cannotalwaysdzy RSNE (G YR D2RQa 4| dodwhyaml SowBddpes2 i 0 Sz
tKAy3az | yR g 8llwegefddiundérStdnR il I2e loves us and that we can
trust Him to care for us.

Circle the children again for a prayer offered by the leader
Father, we lack the ability totnow why you do the things you do, we will not be able to
grasp how you make the sun rise eatdy, or why we get white milk and yellow butter
from a black ow who ate green grass. But wie understand that you loves and we
rejoice that we can trust you with everything. Helpto trust fully in you to guide our lives
into the fullness of who you wish us to be.ndtogether we say, Amen.

Jan Nowak_.umm, Diector of Caring Ministries / Social Services, Salvation Army, Niles, Ml
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Worship Resources
Week 5(Matthew 28: 1620)

Call to Worship
Like the disciples so long ago we have come to the mountain to worship.
29 |29 /ha9 ¢h 19!w Dh5Q{ /haa! b5d®

We havecome to hear the Good News.
WE HAVE COME THAT WE MIGHT BE EMPOWERED TO SHARE THAT SAME GOOD
NEWS WITH OTHERS BOTH HERE AT HOME AND ABROAD.

Let us worship our Lord who is with us always, even to the end of the age.

CGall to Confession

2S KI @S KSINR /KNARAAGQa O2YYFyR (2 aLINBFER |1 A& 62NR
imprinted in our memory, but we too often do not put those same words into practies.us then

come to God and confess our failures and our sins.

Prayer of Confession

Dearest Lord, You have called us to go into our world to build hope and faith among all people, both
those we know and love and those we shall never meet. You comostuwimake disciples of all

nations, baptizing them in waters of grace, and teaching them Your Word.

We confess that too often we are ¢ikhose on that holy mountain who doubted. We doubt if we can

do it. We even doubt if it can be done. The problems of our world seem so great and we are so small.
Yet, you are a God whose power conquered even death. Help us to know You can anmibwét tioe

needs and despair we see around us. Help us to join together as one body to build a world of hope and
faith. In Your name we pray. Amen

Assurance of Pardon
The Lorcknows of our failings and doubts but still the Lord forgives. We are a forgiven people. Let us
go forth and work in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

Prayer of Dedication

We present to You our gifts of time, talent, and treasure that You might use us to change our world in
small and great ways. We commit ourselves to building wells so the thirsty may drink, to volunteering at
food pantries that the hungry might edt visiting the sick that they might be comforted. We commit

our lives to you. Make us builders of hope in all we do. Amen

The Rev. Dr. Patricia Ramsden, First Presbyterian Church, Buchanan, Ml
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Week 5 The Pine Trees know whahis Easte)

Gather the children around you and tell them you have a tale of a miracle in nature to tell about.

Preparation: This story is best told near Easter.

Questions to pose
1. Do you agree that everything in nature was created by God? Th&?bifthe mountains?
The sky? The trees? Really? The trees, too? You are right. In fact, the white pine trees
knowwhen it is Easter. (Expect doubters.)
2. Have you ever heard some people doubt that God exists, or have you ever heard people talk
asi K2dAK GKSe& R2y Qi oSt dySim%orus iisiyforiusi SNJ & G 2 NB

Story to be told
Several weeks prior to Easter the white pines begin their new growth for a new season. Pines
grow their new growth on the very, very tips of thasting limbs. As the new growth begins to
emerge, very special things appear upon each branch of the White Pine, toward the top of the
tree. Now mind you, God placed this miracle on not just every pine, but the White Pine. | have
a picture for you to se, (or if you have said trees, bring the actual boughs in.) You see, the
LIAYyS&a 3aANRg 2dzi ayvYlff 3I2f RSy ONR&aaSa oKSy 9l ads
9FradSNI[AfASE R2y Qi 3ISiG Fff GKS ONBRAGIXPGKS L

Gaher the children around to hold hands for prayeiFather thankyoufor the pines, thank you
for the reminders that you are everywhere and that even the trees of the land recognize your
might. The trees celebrate your risen son and we are humbled bavtlesomeness of your
gifts. Thankou O Lord. Amen.

Jan Nowak_umm, Director of Caring Ministries / Social Services, Salvation Army, Niles, Ml
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Worship Resources
Week 6(1 Peter 2: 45)

Gall to Worship

The time has come for us to be living stomeed by God to build a house of hope for the Lord.
WE HAVE COME TO RECEIVE THE BLUEPRINT FOR OUR LIVES THAT THE TEMPLE OF
THE LORD MIGHT BE GROUNDED IN THE SURE FOUNDATION OF CHRIST.

We come to build on the rock of our faith.
WE COME TO WORSHIP.

Call to Confession

The Lord has given to us a good foundation that we might become a priesthood of believers,
but too often we fail to sacrifice our own wants and needs on the altar of love. Let us, then,
come before God and confess our sins.

Prayer of Confession

Too often, Lord, we build our lives on shifting sand, making a monument to our most selfish desires. We
do not want to build an altar of hope that causes us to sacrifice our own comfort for the needs of others.
We do not want to be a holy p¢hood sharing Your words of life through the deeds of our lives. Chip
away at our stone cold hearts and transform us into living stones of faith that, when fit together, will

build Your altar of love. We ask this in the name of the One who is therstone of our lives, Christ

Jesus our Lord. Amen

Assurance of Pardon
God hears the longing of our hearts and forgives our sins. From this moment on, let our lives be used as
builders of hope in Christ

Prayer of dedication

Lord accept our offeringsot just for this day but for all our lives long. Let us be builders of hope
sacrificing our gifts and talents upon Your altar of love. Let our lives be a sweet incense of devotion for
You bringing joy and renewed faith to others. In Christ we pragnmm

The Rev. Dr. Patricia RamsdEmst Presbyterian ChurcBuchanan, Ml
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Week 6 The Mighty Dogwood Trée

Preparation In a bag, have readseveral clipped boughs of Degod tree in flower. Invite the
children to join you iriront of the sanctuary.Show the children the bag and create some curiosity
about what the contents might be.

Questions to pose
1. Did you know the Dogwood tree usedlie as mighty as the biggest Oa&a? Now it is a
slender small boned tree, nothingd ibs former size. Do you know why? What happened
that changed the Dogwood tree? How could sunleaormoustree change so
dramatically? (Wait for responses.)
2. Pull out a branch of Dogwood. Ask the children, does anyone here know the story of the
Dogwoad tree? Pass the branch around for them to examine.

According to the storyhe Dogwood tree is said to be the kind of tree used to fashion the cross upon
which Christ was crucified. The story goes that after that God forever changed the Dogwoodrto neve
again be able to be harvested for a cross of crucifixion. Look at the flowering part of the Dogwood. Do
you see that there are four petals? Those arelthads and feebf Christ. Do you see that at the end

of each petal is a pink or reddish staiffhat representshe nail markghat went into His hands and

feet. Now look at the rough cluster in the center of the flower. That representsatiged crown of
thornsthe people forced Christ to wear as they mocked Him as king.

Summary
AllyouneR (2 R2 A& t221 2dzi AydG2 D2RQa YIIYAFAOSYI
majesty and immense love for us. Evsying we are gifted with a picture and reminder
of just how much God loves us, through the gift of His enly.

Circle the children for a prayer
Gracious Father, that you would love us so much as to sacrificeogbyuson for the
forgiveness of our sins, so that we would not have to be forever separate from you, we thank
you. That you give us remindealt around us of how much you love wg thank you. That
every day wecan be reminders to others, who may not know you, just how much you love
them, we thank you. Use @Lord, we pray. Amen.

Jan Nowak_.umm, Director of Caring Ministries / Sociah&ces, Salvation Army, Niles, Mi
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Advent House Ministries
Westminster Presbyterian Churdbansing, Mil
Changing the world together

stories & part of an exhibit on homelessness, which
is traveling around the State of Michigan
throughout 2010. In this project, we developed a
close relationship with the Michigan Historical

Museum, which has opened its doors and its heart
to our children. (Ptares of the children enjoying
the museum are included.)

Advent House is an amazing organization helping

amazing people work toward their potential. We

would not have been able to do any of this,

however, without the unconditional love and

support of themembers of Westminster

In the northwest section of Lansing is a bright spot Presbyterian Church.

or those who strugglavith homelessness and . _ ]

poverty. The place is Advent House Ministries, It takes a true spirit of geper_osﬂy and great faith for

located in Westminster Presbyterian Church. The & community to regularly invite those who are not

LIS2LX & Ay GKS yS&A3Ko 2 NKPUNRErssAng mightngver gegmemsbersiniogls & ¢ o
worship and gathering space. Every day the

It's where folks can go on weekends for a good, members of Westnmister do just that. They share

home-cooked meal and during the week for all that they have and all that they are so that the

employment assistance and literacy training. It's a least among us can do great things in our world.

safe place where each person is welcomeuhere For 23 years Advent House Ministries has been able

there are possibilities for growth and change. to reach out to those in need because Westminster

has been a cornerst@ of God's love in the world.
This past year Advent House served 32,000 meals to

more than 2000 people. We helped 93 people get The Presbytery of Lake Michigan supports Advent
employment We saw our Literacy Program grow  House Ministries through a $3,400 budget grant

dramatically from 8 enrollees to 40+ students administered by the Presbyteries Outreach Ministry
attending regularly. Team. These partnerships are made possible by the
We also had a unique opportunity this year. mission contributions of evg congregation within

Through a grant from the Humanities Council, our our Presbytery.

guests created wonderful artwork and told their
Susan Cancr&xeutive Director, Advent House
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The Welcome Home Dinner
First Presbyterian Church, Benton Harbor, Ml

Tommy, who lives on the streets, shares
his gentle presence at the table while
Jeannette, a college instructor, looks at the diet
restriction instructions Tommy just received
from the hospital. Charles joined the church
earlier this year and lives a few blocks away. He
checks in with his friend, Thomas, who is now
thinking about joining. Alan has been a leader
of the church for many years, but originally
found the church beause of the relationships
built with people just released from prison. He
shares a laugh with Allene, a Benton Harbor
native and member of the school board.
Through the simple gifts of hospitality
and listening, something is happening at the
First Presbierian Church of Benton Harbor that
goes deeper than sharing food. One of the
St RSNB Llzi AG oSady G2 SQ@.
chance to see the Living Christ in our midst,
NBO2yOAfAy3d dza (2 | AYasStT |

First Presbyterian Church is located on
Morton Hill, the home of Africa#\mericans
whose families came north a generation ago to
work in nowclosed factories. It is just a short
walk from a corrections program and a
homeless shelter. Because the church is
GO2YYAUOSR G2 ONAR3IAY3
separatiot the memters of the church do
what neighbors do. They invite everyone over
for dinner.

9F OK ¢ KdzZNBRF& | FGSN
volunteers cook for about 50 people. By 5:15
p.m. some of the diners are gathering for prayer
time. At 6:00 p.m., thanks is given, antdeae
served a hot main course and a potluck of side
dishes that miraculously appear as the crowd
gathers.

Who might be sitting around one of the
large round tables this week? Bob, a church
elder and a social worker, is listening to Richard,  (Text ourtesy d Jeanette Htion, elder First
who left prion after 17 years and sleeps at the Presbyterian Church)
homeless shelter until he can find a job.
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The Synod of the Covenant
Mobile Health Fair Ministry

The Synod of the Covenant Mobile Health Fair
Ministry brings free health screenings to
communities who otherwise might not have
medical help. In one casa foster mother
bringing in a number of children voiced a
concern about a 5 year old boy who was
especially disruptive and unruly. She said he
had been in a number of foster homes in his
short life because of his behavior. When the
Health Fair Team beg the screening on this
child they discovered he was unable to hear.
Arranging for a local physician to treat him, he
was able to hear for the first time in his young
life. The once hearinrdeprived child is now
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making the most of his life with hisodter
family.

The Mobile Health Fair brings life and hope to
people in need. A 24 year old Hispanic woman
was greeted with interpreters who spoke with
her in her own language. She told them her
eyes had been unable to focus on words in a
newspaper for te last several years. In
addition, a dental screening revealed rapidly
deteriorating teeth. The next step was a
glucose screening for diabetes. The result was
so dangerously high that the meter could not
FaasSaa | ydzYoSNI G2 AGo
so adapted to her illness that she was largely
unaware of how very ill she was. The Health
Fair arranged for the treatment of her diabetes
with a local physician. In addition, a local dentist
worked on her teeth, receiving only what the
woman was able to pay

What can you do to help this vital ministry?
Invite the Health Fair to your community.

Encourage local professionals to participate in
its programs. Support its work through your
YAdaA2y 3IAAGAYy3ID
staff. Support the mmistry with your prayers.
Visit the Mobile Health Fairwebsite at:

www.mobilehealthfairorg

Edited from text provided by Tammy
Scheuermann, CoordinatpMobile Health Fair
Ministry, Synod of the Covenant
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