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Dear Partners in Christ,              

 
It is our privilege to bring you a new program called Building Hope.   It is far more than a stewardship 
program.  It is a life-changing event that turns pew sitting Christians into agents of DƻŘΩǎ ƭƻǾŜΦ  ¢ƘŜ 
ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ƛǎ ƎǊƻǳƴŘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴǘȅ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ǇƻǿŜǊΣ ƭƻǾŜΣ ŀƴŘ ƎǊŀŎŜ ŀƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǳǎ ǘƻ ōǳƛƭŘ ƴŜǿ ƭƛǾŜǎ 
through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
We are called upon even in these tough times to risk boldly for the gospel.  We need to build an altar of 
hope in our lives and the lives of others through personal encounters in mission and in the mission work 
we do together through the local church, Presbytery, Synod, and Genera l Assembly. 

This participatory program includes a DVD of personal stories of change through involvement in mission.  
Lǘ ŀƭǎƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǘƻƻƭǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǎŜǊƳƻƴǎΤ ŀ ǎƛȄ ǿŜŜƪ 
curriculum; and a ritual of personal commitment to be a builder of hope throughout the coming week.  
We will be setting up an on-line presence where videos of your mission experiences may be posted and 
where you can share thoughts, ideas and questions.  Printed material will also be available on the 
tǊŜǎōȅǘŜǊȅΩǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜΦ  www.lakemichiganpresbytery.org 

Building Hope is designed to be as flexible as possible.  You may choose to use the DVDs as minutes for 
mission or you may use the curriculum as a stand- alone Bible study.  Feel free to use and even modify 
the resources to meet the needs of your congregation.  We have included a sample design you may find 
useful. 

We pray that you and your congregation will be reenergized as you experience mission both through 
individual action and through the stories of what we do together as one body in Christ.  We know that 
mission changes lives --- our lives as well as the lives of those we touch through our gifts. 

May God richly bless your ministry,  

Administration Ministry Team, Presbytery of Lake Michigan 
The Rev. Dr. Patricia Ramsden, Moderator, Buchanan, MI 
Eileen Best, Christian Educator, Kalamazoo, MI 
Elder James Hengstebeck, Lansing, MI 
The Rev. Nelson Lumm, Honorably Retired, Niles, MI 
The Rev. David Milbourn, Honorably Retired, Hudsonville, MI 
Elder Myrna Myers, Three Rivers, MI 
Elder William Sorensen, Kalamazoo, MI 
The Rev. Janet VanLear, Honorably Retired, Buchanan, MI 
 
 

http://www.lakemichiganpresbytery.org/
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Building Hope 

Theme:  These are tough times but we are called upon even now to risk boldly for the gospel, 

building in faith an altar to God of hope realized.   

Possible Audiences:  Congregations as a whole using minutes for mission, worship resources, 

and / or Bible studies; session studies; small group Bible studies; persons interacting  through 

the internet sites. 

A Six Week Study:   Each study session may include: 

¶ 3-4 minute video on mission ς showing faith and hope lived out;   

¶ мл ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎ ƻŦ ǎƘŀǊƛƴƎ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ ƘƻǇŜ ǊŜǎǳƭǘƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ ǿŜŜƪΩǎ 

commitment;  

¶ 10 minute study/ discussion;  

¶ 5 minute ritual of personal commitment to become an ambassador of hope (see 

below).   

¶ Each session will last approximately 30 minutes and could easily expand to 60 

minutes. 

 
Each week builds upon the previous ǿŜŜƪΩǎ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ ŜŀŎƘ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀƴǘ ǳǎƛƴƎ ŀ 

stone to build a community altar.  A new stone is given each week and serves as a reminder of 

ŜŀŎƘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜnt to be an ambassador of hope to the world in which they live.  

Commitments may range from listening to the story of someone who is hurting, to serving in a 

soup kitchen, to going on a mission trip.     

Each participant will share their story of hope as they have acted as the incarnation of 

hope to others.  After sharing their story, they will put their stone on the altar as it grows larger 

and larger.  If the study is with a large group, have two or three people share their stories giving 

time for everyone to put their own stone on the altar.   

 

Suggested Outline Of Sessions 

1.  Recommitting to the call of God by building an altar of praise and obedience; suggested                                                     

scripture:  Deut. 27: 1-10; Joshua 24: 14-28  

2.  Reaching out to local community- personal commitment:  Matthew 25: 31-46   

3.  Reaching out through the Presbytery ς personal commitment:  Micah 6: 6-8    

4.  Reaching out through the Synod ς personal commitment:  Luke 4: 16-21 

5.  Reaching out through General Assembly ς personal commitment: Matthew 28: 16-20   

6.  Committing to build an altar of love witnessed to by our lives; this final ritual would include a                                                                                                   

commitment of time, talents, and treasure moving into the future. I Peter 2: 4-5 
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Building Altars of Hope:  A Brief Commentary 
Deuteronomy 27: 1-10; Joshua 24: 14-28 

 

 .ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ŀƴ ŀƭǘŀǊΚ  Lǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǊŜŦƻǊƳŜŘΚ  ²ƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ /ŀƭǾƛƴ ǎǇƛƴ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ƎǊŀǾŜΚ  ²ƘŜn we first began the 

stewardship project, Building Hope, one of the questions raised was why we would choose to use the 

image of building an altar when, for some, the very mention of building altars ς even altars of hope ς 

seemed, at the least, anti-Presbyterian.  However, as Ryken, Welhoit, and Longman point out, the most 

ǾƛǎƛōƭŜ ǎƛƎƴ ƻŦ ƻƴŜΩǎ ŘŜǾƻǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ DƻŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ IŜōǊŜǿ ǎŎǊƛǇǘǳǊŜǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ŀƭǘŀǊǎ ƛƴ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ǘƻ 

DƻŘΩǎ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴ ŦǳƭŦƛƭƭƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜǎΦ  !ƭǘŀǊǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƴƻǘ Ƨǳǎǘ a place of sacrifice 

ōǳǘ ǿŜǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ŀ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƻŦ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ǘƻ DƻŘΩǎ ƭƻǾŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŦǳƭŦƛƭƭƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ 

ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜǎ ōǊƛƴƎƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ƴŜǿ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎǎ ŦƻǊ DƻŘΩǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦ   

 The first altar mentioned in Hebrew scripture confirms this as Noah builds an altar after the 

waters of the flood subside, symbolizing the new beginning God had given to all the earth and as a sign 

of the covenant between God and all humankind.  Truly this was an altar of promise and hope, an altar 

of commitment to build a new world.  (Genesis 8: 13-22) 

 ²Ŝ ǎŜŜ ǘƘƛǎ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ŀƭǘŀǊǎ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ŀǎ ŀ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ǘƻ DƻŘΩǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǎƛƎƴ ƻŦ 

ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ōŜŎƻƳŜ DƻŘΩǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ Φ  !ōǊŀƘŀƳΣ LǎŀŀŎΣ ŀƴŘ aƻǎŜǎ ŀƭƭ ōǳƛƭŘ ǎǳŎƘ ŀƭǘŀǊǎ ƻŦ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇ ǘƻ 

mark their encounters with God.   

 So, while altars were indeed used as a place of sacrifice, I would maintain that the altar first built 

in the Promised Land, the altar this paper is focused upon, was, in the tradition of J (the name given to 

one group of anonymous Hebrew writers), an altar of prayer rather than sacrifice.  This altar was one of 

ƘƻǇŜ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ǘƻ DƻŘΩǎ ŎƻǾŜƴŀƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦ    {ǳŎƘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŀƭǘŀǊ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōǳƛƭŘ 

over the course of the stewardship study as we renew our commitment to serve our God.   In these 

uncerǘŀƛƴ ǘƛƳŜǎ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƻ ōǳƛƭŘ ƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ ŀƭǘŀǊ ƻŦ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ǘƻ DƻŘΩǎ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜ ǘƻ ǳǎΦ  

¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘƛǎ ŀŎǘΣ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜƴŜǿ ƻǳǊ ŘŜǎƛǊŜ ǘƻ ōŜ DƻŘΩǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ƻōŜȅ DƻŘΩǎ ƭŀǿΦ  

Deuteronomy 27: 1-10 is one of the seminal passages upon which this study is based.   This 

ǇŀǎǎŀƎŜ ǘŜƭƭǎ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ǎǘƻƴŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƳ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ ŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ WƻǊŘŀƴ ƛƴǘƻ 

the land God was giving them ς a land of milk and honey.   

Notice that the command takes place while the people are still in the wilderness seeking to find 

their way, seeking to become the people God created them to be.  They take up the stones in the land of 

hardship and tribulation where they were stripped of all the things upon which they, like we, too often 
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place our trust.  They were stripped of power, of the ability to rely upon themselves to meet their needs, 

of their tendency to worship false gods.  In years in which they wandered through the desert they were 

stripped of it all, until, finally, they relied only upon God, the one God, the true God, and the law God 

had given them.   

It was that law that the Lord their God commanded they inscribe upon the stones they would 

take out of the wilderness into the new land of promise and covenant.  They were to write that word 

clearly upon their hearts as well as on the rocks they would carry so they would remember the law all of 

their days and all could see the law of God lived out in their lives.  And what is that law?  It is as Christ 

declares:  to love the Lord our God with all our heart, soul, mind, and strength and to love our neighbor 

as ourselves.   

When they entered the new land, the land of their tomorrow, God commanded them to build 

an altar of the stones of the law, make sacrifices of well-being, and rejoice (Deut. 27:7).  So we too, in 

this uncertain land we currently find ourselves in, must take up stones written with the commands to 

love God and love our neighbor.  We must build an altar of our commitment to live into that law that we 

too might claim the land of our tomorrow.  It is important for us in these troubled times to remember 

what Patrick Miller points out in his commentary on this passage: the covenant of promise and 

commitment is made before the reality of reaching the promised land.  We cannot wait for the good 

times, for the Promised Land, to become a reality in our lives before we live out the loving commands of 

God. 

Lǘ ƛǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƭŘŜǊƴŜǎǎ ǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ WƻǊŘŀƴ ǘƘŀǘ aƻǎŜǎ ŘŜŎƭŀǊŜǎ ά¢Ƙƛǎ ǾŜǊȅ Řŀȅ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŎƻƳŜ 

the people of the Lord your God.  Therefore obey the Lord your God, observing His (sic) commandments 

ŀƴŘ Iƛǎ όǎƛŎύ ǎǘŀǘǳǘŜǎΧέ   

In Joshua 4 we see the commands of God carried out as the people take up twelve stones when  

they cross the Jordan.  They carry these stones to the other side to build their altar of thanksgiving and 

ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ DƻŘΣ ŀƴ ŀƭǘŀǊ ōŀǎŜŘ ǳǇƻƴ DƻŘΩǎ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜǎ ŀƴŘ DƻŘΩǎ ƭŀǿΦ  Lǘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƴƻǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǳŎƘ 

altars of stone could be built very quickly but would fall to pieces if they were not taken care of and 

tended to on a daily basis.  So the commitment of the people of Israel, and our commitment, will fail us 

if we do not tend to the word of God inscribed upon our hearts.  Those words must be lived out each 

Řŀȅ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǾŜƴŀƴǘ ǿƛƭƭ ŦŀƛƭΣ ƴƻǘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ŦŀƛƭǳǊŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ǘǊǳŜ ǘƻ DƻŘΩǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΣ ōǳǘ because of our 

failure to keep our commitment to the law of God demanding an active, not a passive, love.   
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In Joshua 24: 14-нуΣ ǿŜ ƘŜŀǊ ƻƴŎŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǎǿŜŜǇƛƴƎ ǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ƳƛƎƘǘȅ ŀŎǘǎ ƻŦ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊŀƴŎŜ 

and the people are asked yet again to pledge unconditional loyalty to God in grateful response.  Service 

ǘƻ DƻŘ ƛǎ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ŘŜƳŀƴŘŜŘΣ ƴƻǘ ŀ ǇŀǎǎƛǾŜ ŦŀƛǘƘΦ  LƴŘŜŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ άǎŜǊǾŜέ ƛǎ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƴƻ ŦŜǿŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ мр 

times in verses 14-24.  Pressler points out that in verse 21, the people affirm their decision to serve the 

Lord at a deeper level, with greater awareness of the costliness of their choice.  The question/answer 

format of these verses echo the question/answer of Jesus and Peter we find in John 21:  Do you love 

me?  Then feed my sheep.  

The ancient Israelites had to learn time and again what we must learn:  choose to serve God in 

our daily lives is not only possible, it is necessary. The same God who demands our obedience will give 

us the strength and the love we need to fulfill the promises we will make as we build our altars of 

committed service.    

 

A Brief Commentary by The Rev. Dr. Patricia Ramsden 
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Worship Resources 
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Liturgy of Stones   

Liturgy of Commitment 

Each participant receives a stone representing their commitment to be a builder of hope in the coming 

week.  If possible the stones themselves should have special meaning (stones gathered from around the 

church, stones from their homes, etc.).  Participants should hold their stone during the commitment 

liturgy and return it the next week to dedicate it as the community builds an altar of faith and praise to 

God.  Each week the liturgy of commitment will be repeated and participants will receive a new stone of 

commitment. 

 
Leader: 

While the people of Israel were still on the far side of Jordan, the Lord asked them to pick up a 

stone to carry across to the new  land of promise God would give them.  These stones of 

commitment to a new way of life would be used to build an altar of praise to our God of 

salvation and hope.    

 

CŀǊ ǘƻƻ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƛǎǘŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƭŘŜǊƴŜǎǎ ǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜΩǎ Ƨƻurney , and 

so we take a stone this day for them as well as ourselves .  It is a sign of our commitment to 

help them cross the Jordan to the land of promise and hope, the land of our salvation.  Each 

week  we shall build our living altar upon the cornerstone of our faith: the love and grace of 

our Lord Jesus Christ. 

   

Come, when you are ready, to receive your stone and write upon it as you write upon your 

hearts, the command of God.  Place the stone where you will see it often during the coming 

week to remind you of the act you pledge this day to build hope in the lives of others.   

When each participant has received their stone and meditated on the deed of love they are committing 
themselves to they join in unison prayer: 
 

Lord, today we promise to be Your people, to obey Your laws, and walk in Your ways.  This is 

no small commitment and cannot be confined to well meaning intentions and pleasant words.  

So we have a rock to remind us of our commitment to serve You and those You love in a very 

real, very concrete way during this next week.  Help us to not only build hope for them but let 

our own hope and faith be strengthened as we do Your work and build a living altar to You of 

our lives.   

 

Remind the participants that next week they will return their rocks and tell the stories of hope and life 
as they build a community altar of commitment to God. 
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Liturgy of Dedication:  

Each participant will be given an opportunity to share their experiences of the last week.  If the group is 

large, you may want to have two or three people share with the entire group and then break into 

smaller groups for individual sharing.  Following the sharing the stones are used to build a community 

altar of praise and commitment at the front of the sanctuary.   

 
Unison Prayer:   

Lord, when we crossed the river Jordan so long ago, You commanded us to pick up stones to 
build an altar of remembrance to all Your ways, a living altar of faith upon which we would 
write Your Words of love and law.  But Your words must be written on our hearts as well as 
tablets of stones, and so these rocks we bring are mere shadows of the offerings of our lives.  
Accept them dearest God and allow our altar of commitment  grow each week as we discover 
what it means to be a living witness to You, building hope in our lives and the lives of others.   

 
When ready have each participant come forward with their stone, building an altar of commitment.  The 
liturgy of commitment will follow this act as a new stone is given to each participant for the coming 
week.   

 

Final Liturgy of Commitment Week Six 

Leader:  Over these past weeks we have learned how our faith changes not only the lives of others but 

our own lives as well.  We have also learned that our altar of love and commitment to God  is not built 

just by our individual stones, but from the stones of us all, both near and far.  Together we proclaim the 

Good News of Christ and together we feed the hungry, clothe the naked, visit the sick.  Together our 

altar of commitment grows.   

 
Today we make the commitment to continue our altar building by bringing forth a stone of commitment 
for our lives and a pledge of commitment for support to all those who work to make ministry possible.  
Your commitment makes it possible for gardens to grow, building to be built and maintained and 
workers to be paid.  Your commitment reaches out into each person you touch and each person 
touched by the larger church as well.   
 

Come when you are ready to commit your stone and your pledge on our altar of love.   
 

UNISON PRAYER:   
Lord, over these weeks we have committed ourselves to living out Your love and our lives 
have been changed because of it.  We have been moved not only by our own stories but the 
stories of others as we have shared the reality of hope through ministry.  Keep us faithful in 
our deeds and in our support of each other as we continue to add stones of commitment to 
our altar of praise.   
 

 
Author:  The Rev. Dr. Patricia Ramsden 
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Worship Resources 
Week 1 (Deuteronomy 27:1-10; Joshua 24:14-28) 

 

Call to Worship 

Let us gather to praise the God of the heavens and the earth, the One who dwells in the  
wilderness and in the promised land. 

WE OFFER OUR THANKS FOR GOD'S GOODNESS. 

 Let us gather to remember God's faithfulness through the generations, from the beginning of 

creation, to the leading of God's people across the Jordan River and to Jerusalem, to the 

offerings of our worship today. 

  WE OFFER OUR PRAISE FOR GOD'S STEADFASTNESS. 

Let us gather to create our own altars of stones as a witness of our commitment to worship only 

God and to serve God's people. 

WE OFFER OUR LIVES AS ALTARS OF HOPE THAT OTHERS MAY KNOW OF GOD'S 

FAITHFULNESS. 

Let us gather to honor the gift of faith, lived fully by Jesus, claimed by our ancestors, and 

strengthened in community. 

  WE OFFER OUR VOICES IN PRAISE AND OUR LIVES IN GRATITUDE. 

 

Prayer of Confession 

We come in prayer, not because we have all the answers but because we are in need of God's 

guidance.  Mindful of God's mercy, let us pray together:  

Creator of all that is good and life-sustaining: we want to be faithful caregivers of our 

legacy of faith but we don't always know how.  We often want assurance of the 

outcome before we step forward in faith.  Sometimes we are swayed by the 

temptation to serve false gods and we find it difficult to discern your voice among the 

many that fill our lives.  The needs of our world are many and we are often 

overwhelmed, not knowing whom to care for, so we withdraw.  Quiet our souls.  

Grant us your forgiveness in Christ to begin anew again, and again.  Fill us with 

courage to follow your leading even when the way is difficult. 

  We continue our prayer in silence. 

 (Silent reflection) 

 

Words of Assurance 

As the Lord our God brought our ancestors up from the land of Egypt, out of the house of 

slavery, so the Lord our God has given us new life in Christ.  Claim this promise of Good News 

and live as forgiven people of God! 

 

 



14 

 

Prayer of Dedication 

Generous God, with gratitude for your countless gifts, we offer our gifts today.  By your grace 

may these gifts offer the promise of hope to those in despair, the gift of faith to the faint-

hearted, and the witness of your presence in our lives.  In Christ we pray, Amen. 

 

The Rev. Cathy Johnson, Parish Associate, Pine Island Church, Kalamazoo, MI 
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ChildrenΩǎ aŜǎǎŀƎŜ   
Week 1 (Strength in numbers - in fellowship) 

 

Preparation:  In a paper bag, have a goodly number of sticks and twigs gathered from your yard. 
Invite children to come forward and join you in the front of the sanctuary.  Engage in welcoming banter 
with them.  Show the children your brown paper ōŀƎΦ  tƛǉǳŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ŦƻǊ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ƛƴǎƛŘŜΦ  
 

Questions to pose: 
1. Why do we come here to worship together each Sunday morning?  (Restate their responses 
ǿƛǘƘ ǇǊŀƛǎŜ ŦƻǊ ŜŀŎƘΦύ  /ŀƴΩǘ ǿŜ ǎǘŀȅ ŀǘ ƘƻƳŜ ōȅ ƻǳǊselves and worship just as well?  Or what 
ŀōƻǳǘ ōŜƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ƛƴ ƴŀǘǳǊŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ƛƴ DƻŘΩǎ ǎŀƴŎǘǳŀǊȅΚ  ό!ŦŦƛǊƳ ǘƘŜǎŜ are possibilities, but God 
calls us to worship in community.    
 

2. Remove one stick from the bag.  See this stick?  (Ask one of the children to see if they can 
break it in to two.)  WOW!!  That broke quite easily, ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƛǘΚ 
 

3. What would happen if we add another stick so that there are two sticks together? Is it 
stronger now?  Why do you think it is stronger? (Wait for their responses.  Elicit answers.)   
[ŜǘΩǎ ƪŜŜǇ ŀŘŘƛƴƎ ǎǘƛŎƪǎΣΧΦόƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǘƻǳŎƘ ǘƘŜ ōǳƴŘƭŜ ǘƻ ŦŜŜƭ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘ ƻŦ ƳŀƴȅΦύ   
 

4. Do you think this bundle could be broken as easily as the single stick was broken?  Then why 
are they stronger together? 

 

Summary ς Worshipping here together makes us stronger as individuals.  We are like these sticks; 

individually we are weaker and can be more easily broken.  But, together we are stronger.  We 

support each other in our faith journey, in our relationship with Christ.  Being here together helps 

us challenge each other to grow, allows us to support each other in joys and in sorrows.  We do 

this because we are a family. 

Gather the children in a circle for prayer:  Heavenly Father, thank you for the right to gather here 

together as guests in your house.  Thank you that we are family to each other and your children.  

Help us remember that when we come together for worship we are stronger in you, stronger for 

each other and that together, like these sticks, we are strengthened in our service to you. (And 

together we say), Amen. 

Jan Nowak-Lumm, Director of Caring Ministries / Social Services, Salvation Army, Niles, MI 
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Worship Resources  
Week 2 (Matthew 25:31-46) 

 

Call to Worship 

 God is present with us in all experiences of life. 
  !aL5 [LC9Ω{ {¢hwa{ ²9 {99 9±L59b/9 hC Dh5Ω{ tw9{9b/9Φ 
 God is gracious, faithful, and full of compassion. 

IN THE MIDST OF NEED AND SUFFERING, WE LOOK TO GOD, NOT TO OURSELVES. 
DƻŘΩǎ ŎǊŜŀǘƛǾŜ ǿƻǊƪ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜǎ ŀƳƻƴƎ ǳǎΦ 

PRAISE GOD FROM SUNRISE TO SUNSET; LET US DEVOTE OURSELVE{ ¢h Dh5Ω{ ²!¸ 
AND WILL. 

 

Invocation 

Incarnate God, we are discovering once more that you dwell with us, within us, and with the stranger. 
¸ƻǳ ŀŎǘ ƛƴ ǳǎ ŀǎ ǿŜ ǿƛǇŜ ŀǿŀȅ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ǘŜŀǊǎΤ ŀǎ ǿŜ ŦŜŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƘǳƴƎǊȅΤ ŀǎ ǿŜ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŘǊƛƴƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƛǊǎǘȅΤ 
as we clothe the naked; as we visit the prisoner; as we care for the sick. With each and every loving act 
we place a stone of compassion upon your altar of hope. We are your people. We are your ambassadors 
of hope. Let us know you more fully in this time of worship, study and sharing. Amen. 
 

Prayer of Confession 

We confess, O God that we have failed to see Jesus in the strangers around us. We blame the homeless 
and the hungry for their condition. We prejudge the prisoner and predetermine his/her unworthiness. 
Even the ǎƛŎƪ ŀǊŜ ǇǳǎƘŜŘ ōŜȅƻƴŘ ƻǳǊ ƘŜƭǇΣ ƘƻǇŜ ŀƴŘ ƘŜŀƭƛƴƎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǿŜ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜƳ ŀǎ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ŜƭǎŜΩǎ 
problem. Yet we, too, have been needy and weak and afraid. O compassionate Lord, forgive our self-
concern that blinds us, shuts out others and cuts us off from you. Amen.  
 

Assurance of Pardon 

As we look only on our own interests, our lives are hollow and diminished, but whenever the Spirit of 
Jesus Christ reigns in us, our lives are filled with divine purpose and eternal meaning. Because we have 
ƪƴƻǿƴ DƻŘΩǎ ƎǊŀŎƛƻǳǎ Ŏŀre, we are called to share with stranger and friend alike the abiding love, grace, 
and mercy of the Lord, Jesus Christ. Friends, live now as those who will inherit the kingdom prepared 
from the foundation of the world. 

PRAISE GOD, WHO GRANTS US A VISION OF WHAT LIFE IS INTENDED TO BE. 

 

Commission and Blessing 

²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƘƻƴƻǊŜŘ ōȅ DƻŘΩǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǳǎΤ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘŜƴŜŘ ōȅ ōŜƛƴƎ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΦ 
9ǉǳƛǇǇŜŘ ōȅ DƻŘΩǎ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜǎΣ ǿŜ Ǝƻ ƻǳǘ ǘƻ ǎŜǊǾŜΦ !ƴǎǿŜǊƛƴƎ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ŎŀƭƭΣ ǿŜ ǊŜŀŎƘ ƻǳǘ ǘƻ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΦ ! 
gracious and merciful God goes with us. We commit ourselves anew to seeing the Christ in others. 
Surely God is at work in us and through us for the sake of his son, our Lord, Christ Jesus. Amen. 
      

The Rev. David Milbourn, Honorably Retired, Hudsonville, MI 
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ChiƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ aŜǎǎŀƎŜ 

 Week 2 (Reaching Out and Reaching Up) 

 
NOTE:   Be sensitive to physical limitations of the children that may require modification of the lesson. 

 
 Invite the children to come forward and join you at the front in the sanctuary. 
 
While they are coming together, move about among them and purposefully look at their hands.  Be 
demonstrative about it.  You should get giggles if you do this right. 
 

Questions to pose: 
1.  Did everyone come here today with two hands?  Let me see them.  I must be sure you know!   

DƻƻŘΗΗ  LǘΩǎ ǾŜǊȅ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳ ǘƻŘŀȅΦ 

2.  We have only one mouth, yet two hands. H-m-m-m-m.   We have only one head and one 
heart, but two hands.  H-m-m-m-ƳΦ  ²Ƙȅ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘΣ L ǿƻƴŘŜǊΚ  DƻŘΩǎ ŘŜǎƛƎƴ ŦƻǊ ǳǎ ǿŀǎ 
pretty deliberate if you think about it.  His anatomy is perfect.   

3.  Okay everyone, copy me. (At this point, invite the big people in the sanctuary to also 
participate in this demonstration.)  Have the kids stand up in a circle, then give these 
instructions:  

¶ Take your left hand and hold it waist high, palm-side up. 

¶ Now take your right hand and hold it up at waist height, with palm-side down. 

 

 4.  Have the children look around at the hands.  Now tell them, if you do this right, your hand  

       will fit naturally into the hand of your neighbor.  Try it.  See?  LǎƴΩǘ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻƻƭΚ  bƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ 

       tells us is that we have one hand for reaching out to others and one hand for others to reach   

       out to us. 

 

Summary:   
You see, God does not intend for us to be alone, to be isolated.  God intends for us to reach 

               out to others in compassion and to be available so that others can reach out for us, and I  
               ŘƻƴΩǘ ƳŜŀƴ Ƨǳǎǘ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǳǊ ƘŀƴŘǎΦ  ²Ŝ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŎŀǊƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊΣ ƛƴ ƭƻǾŜΣ ǘo reach out 
               to others in need and to allow them to be there for us. 
 

Gather the children around and pray with them:   
Dear God, remind us daily why we have two hands, provide for us opportunities to reach out to 
others in Christian love, in friendship and in genuine caring.   Also help us to be tender enough 
to allow others to reach out to us, Lord, because that is exactly how you designed us.  Amen. 

 

Jan Nowak-Lumm, Director of Caring Ministries / Social Services, Salvation Army, Niles, MI 
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Worship Resources  
Week 3 (Micah 6: 6-8) 

 

Call to Worship 

God has called us and gathered us 
COME, LET US WORSHIP 

One:  We are young, we are old, we are strong, we are weak. 
COME, LET US WORSHIP 

One:   We are hungry, we are full, we are rich, we are poor 
COME, LET US WORSHIP 

One:   We are filled with fear, we are filled with hope 
COME LET US WORSHIP. 

One:   We are educated, we are uneducated, we are prisoners, we are free 
COME LET US WORSHIP 
 

![[Υ    ²9 !w9 Dh5Ω{ t9ht[9 [hbDLbD Chw {I![haΦ  /ha9 [9¢ ¦{ ²hw{ILP! 

 
Prayer for the day  ( Portions of Psalm 16, NRSV) 

tǊƻǘŜŎǘ ǳǎΣ h DƻŘΣ ŦƻǊ ƛƴ ȅƻǳ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ǘŀƪŜƴ ǊŜŦǳƎŜΦ   ²Ŝ ǎŀȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΣ ά¸ƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƻǳǊ DƻŘΤ ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻ 

ƎƻƻŘ ŀǇŀǊǘ ŦǊƻƳ ȅƻǳΦέ  ¸ƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƻǳǊ ƻƴƭȅ ƘƻǇŜΦ   !ǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ Ƙƻƭȅ ƻƴŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƴŘΣ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƴƻōƭe, in 

whom is all our delight.  The Lord is our portion and my cup; you hold our lot.  We bless the Lord who 

ƎƛǾŜǎ ǳǎ ŎƻǳƴǎŜƭΤ ²Ŝ ƪŜŜǇ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǳǎΩ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƘŜ ƛǎ ŀǘ ƻǳǊ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƘŀƴŘΣ ǿŜ ǎƘŀƭƭ ƴƻǘ ōŜ 

moved.  You show us  the path of the life.  In your presence there is fullness of joy; in your right hand are 

pleasures forevermore.    Amen. 

Prayer of confession 

Gracious God, we confess that we find our hope in the many lures of this world.  We find security in 

what we own, in our achievements, and ƛƴ άōŜƛƴƎ ōŜǘǘŜǊέ ǘƘŀƴ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΦ  ²Ŝ ƘƻƭŘ ǘƛƎƘǘƭȅ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ǇƻǿŜǊ ŀƴŘ 

worldly success and end up isolating ourselves from one another.   And as we put our energies into 

ǘƘŜǎŜ ŦŀƭǎŜ ƘƻǇŜǎΣ ƻǳǊ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƛǎǘŜǊǎ ŀƭƭ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ōŀǎƛŎ ƴŜŜŘǎ met.  Bondage 

of the body, mind and soul seem to prevail in our lives and in the world.  Our creation is groaning for 

freedom.    Forgive us merciful God.  Teach us, as individuals and as your Church, to put our hope in 

YOU.  Free us from our fears that we may do justice, love kindness and walk humbly with you all our 

days.   

 
Assurance of Pardon 

.ǊƻǘƘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƛǎǘŜǊǎ ƛƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘΣ DƻŘΩǎ ƭƻǾŜ ƛǎ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳΤ DƻŘΩǎ ƭƻǾŜ ƛǎ ŦƻǊ ǳǎΦ  /ƘǊƛǎǘ ƭƻƴƎǎ ǘƻ ǿŀƭƪ ǿƛǘƘ ǳǎ ŀƴŘ 

teach us His ways of justice and mercy.  Because of Iƛǎ ǊŜŘŜŜƳƛƴƎ ǿƻǊƪΣ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ŦƻǊƎƛǾŜƴΦ   !ǎ DƻŘΩǎ 

Spirit lives in us,  we can be transformed into those whose hope is in Christ.  Believe  the Good News of 
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ǘƘŜ DƻǎǇŜƭΣ  ƛƴ WŜǎǳǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ŦƻǊƎƛǾŜƴΦ  Lƴ WŜǎǳǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ǎŜǘ ŦǊŜŜ ǘƻ ōŜŎƻƳŜ DƻŘΩǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ.  

Amen! 

Prayer of Dedication after the offering 

Giver of steadfast love, our only true hope is found in you.  You alone give us life.  You alone have 

redeemed us.  You alone blow the breath of love and faith in us.  You alone unite us as your church.  

We offer these gifts to you in gratitude for all you have done and are doing for us.  Please use them and 

use us to bring your Kingdom of Shalom to this earth.  Amen.  
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/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ aŜǎǎŀƎŜ 
Week 3 (Always look for the miracle inside) 

 

Preparation:   In a paper bag you should have an apple and a paring knife.   
 
Gather the children around you in a circle on the floor making sure they can all see you well.  Show the 
children the bag and encourage their curiosity for what you have brought today. 
 

Questions to pose: 
1. Iƻǿ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŜǾŜǊ ƘŜŀǊŘ ǘƘŜ ǇƘǊŀǎŜΣ ά¸ƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ ƧǳŘƎŜ ŀ ōƻƻƪ ōȅ ƛǘǎ ŎƻǾŜǊέΚ  ²Ƙŀǘ 

do you suppose that means?  (Elicit conversation and their interpretations.)  Do you believe 
the phrase to be true?  (Wait for answers.) While talking with the children, start to take the 
apple and the paring knife out of the bag.  Sometimes things are more than what they seem. 
 

2. Iƻǿ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ ȅƻǳ ƭƛƪŜ ŀǇǇƭŜǎ ǘƻ ǎƴŀŎƪ ƻƴΚ  DƻƻŘΦ  LΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǎƘƻǿ ȅƻǳ ŀ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎŜ ƛƴǎƛŘŜ ǘƘƛǎ 
apple.  Will you watch with me?  Most of the time you or your parents probably cut an apple 
this way, (demonstrate a vertical cut with your finger only on the apple), right?  Today I 
want to show you a miracle inside.  How many of you realize there is a star inside of every 
apple?  Watch.  Now cut the apple horizontally around the girth of the apple, revealing a 
five point star inside made of the seeds.  Show it to the children. 
   

3. Now, if you always, always, always cut the apple vertically you would never find the miracle 
gift inside, would you?  You see, sometimes we need to look at things or do things in a 
different way to see the treasure or the miracle inside.  People are like that, too.  Sometimes 
we need to take a look at people differently to see the treasure or the miracle present inside 
of them! 

 

Summary:   
TƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ǘƛƳŜ ȅƻǳ ƳŜŜǘ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ƴŜǿ ƻǊ ŜǾŜƴ ǎŜŜ ŀƴ ƻƭŘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘΣ Ƨǳǎǘ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ  
miracle inside of them, just like there is in each of us!  DƻŘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǎŀǾŜ ƳƛǊŀŎƭŜs or surprises or 
 gifts inside just for apples, God did the same with each and every one of us because we are his.  

 

Ask the children to join hands in the circle for a quick prayer   
Gracious Heavenly Father, thank you that we are treasures to you, that we have miracles inside 
of us, thank you that we can be more than meets the eye. Help us to reveal on the outside the 
wonderful treasure that you place on the inside of us.  Amen. 

 

Jan Nowak-Lumm, Director of Caring Ministries / Social Services, Salvation Army, Niles, MI 

 

 

 



21 

 

Worship Resources  
Week 4 (Luke 4:16-21) 

 

Call to Worship 

 /ƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǎŜŜƪ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ƭƛǾŜǎ ǘƻŘŀȅΦ 

  ²9 D!¢I9w ¢h {I!w9 ¢I9 {tLwL¢Ω{ tw9{9b/9 Lb h¦w [L±9{Φ 

 Come, listen to the words of Jesus and learn his model for life. 

  YOU DESIRE TO GIVE US LIFE SO WE MAY ENJOY IT. 

 Make us ever willing to be good stewards of all of the gifts you entrust to us. 

  WE COME TO PRAISE YOU LORD, OUR CREATOR. 

 

Prayer of the Day 

Loving God, we seek your guidance and wisdom so our ministry might be pleasing to you and our 

service to be helpful to others. May your Spirit, who spoke through Isaiah and Jesus, speak to us 

and send us forth to be your faithful disciples building altars of hope. Amen. 

Prayer of Confession 

         Gracious God, our lives are broken and we are wounded by evil all around us. 

         We have failed to reach out to help those in need or unable to care for themselves. 

We have turned our backs on the cries of hurting people and prefer the comfort of our own 

situations and spaces.  Gift us with your healing grace so we may be made whole in body and in 

spirit by you.  Enable us to trust and believe that today your words of promise and hope are being 

fulfilled all around us and even within us.  Strengthen our faith and deepen our love for you and 

each other. Amen. 

 

Assurance of Pardon 

 FrieƴŘǎΣ ƘŜŀǊ ŀƴŘ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘΩǎ ²ƻǊŘ ƛǎ ƘŜŀƭƛƴƎ ƎǊŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ ŀōƛŘƛƴƎ ƭƻǾŜΦ 

IN JESUS CHRIST, THE GREAT PHYSICIAN, WE ARE MADE WHOLE AGAIN AND GIVEN 

NEW LIFE IN CHRIST FOR ALL OUR DAYS. 

 

Prayer of Dedication 

Giver of every good and perfect gift, out of the stewardship of our whole lives, we return these gifts 

for bringing good news to the poor, the captive, the blind, the lame, the deaf, and the oppressed. 

aŀƪŜ ƻŦ ǳǎ ŀ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƻŦ ŦŀƛǘƘ ǘƘŀǘ ƭƛǾŜǎ ƻǳǘ Řŀƛƭȅ ǘƘŜ ƳƻŘŜƭ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎΩ ƭƻǾŜ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ǎƛǎǘŜǊǎ 

and brothers. To these abiding commitments, we add our energy, intelligence, imagination and 

love; and we offer them all to you, O Lord, with grateful hearts. Amen. 

 

The Rev. Nelson E. Lumm, Honorably Retired, Niles, MI 
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/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ {ŜǊƳƻƴ 

 Week 4 (DƻŘΩǎ ƳȅǎǘŜǊƛŜǎκ ¢ǊǳǎǘƛƴƎ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŎŀƴΩǘ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ) 

 

Gather children around in a circle.  Engage conversation about their thoughts of God.   

 

Questions to pose: 
 1.   When you think about God, what comes to mind?  (Wait for responses.) 
 

2.    5ƻ ȅƻǳ ǘǊǳǎǘ DƻŘΚ   LǘΩǎ Ŝŀǎȅ ǘƻ ǘǊǳǎǘ ǿƘŜƴ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ƛǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǿŜƭƭΣ ƛǎƴΩǘ ƛǘΚ  ²Ƙŀǘ ŀōƻǳǘ 
        when there are challenges or problems in your life?  Can you trust God then, too? 

 
3. {ƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ƛǘΩǎ ƘŀǊŘ ǘƻ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ƛƴ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘΦ  CƻǊ ƳŜΣ L ŎŀƴΩǘ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴ ŀ ŦŀȄ 

machine to save my life!  You put a piece of paper in a machine here and the same 
information comes out on a piece of paper someplace else?  How does the sun get back 
each and every morning?  How does the sun get back up every night?  I see that it does, but 
L ŎŀƴΩt explain how.  Can you think of things like this?  (Seek examples.) 
 

4. God is like my fax machine and God is like each dayΩǎ ǎǳƴǊƛǎŜΤ L ǎŜŜ Iƛǎ ǿƻǊƪǎ ōǳǘ L ŘƻƴΩǘ 
 ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ Ƙƻǿ IŜ ƳŀƪŜǎ ƛǘ ŀƭƭ ǿƻǊƪΦ  [ŜǘΩǎ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ƛǘ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǿŀȅΤ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜ ŀ ōƭŀŎƪ ŎƻǿΦ 
(Invite their imaginations to create a black cow in their head or have a picture to show.) 

        Now picture the cow eating lots and lots of green, green ƎǊŀǎǎΦ  hƪŀȅΣ ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƛǘ ƎŜǘǎ ŀ        
        little curious.  From the black cow, who eats green grass, we get white milk and yellow        

                      butter! Now does that make any sense to any one?  How can that be? 
 

5. Do we need to understand this mystery to enjoy the milk?  No!  Of course not.  Do we need 
to understand how it works to be able to enjoy butter on our toast in the morning?   No, we 
ŘƻƴΩǘΤ ǿŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǘǊǳǎǘ ǘƘŀǘ it works, and to know that it is good. 
 

Summary: 
       We cannot always ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ DƻŘΩǎ ǿŀȅǎΦ  ²Ŝ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ōŜƎƛƴ ǘƻ ƪnow why and how He does 

                      tƘƛƴƎǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ.  All we need to understand is that He loves us and that we can 
                      trust Him to care for us. 

 

Circle the children again for a prayer offered by the leader:   
             Father, we lack the ability to know why you do the things you do, we will not be able to   
                      grasp how you make the sun rise each day,  or why we get white milk and yellow butter 
                      from a black cow who ate green grass.  But we do understand that you love us and we  
                      rejoice that we can trust you with everything.  Help us to trust fully in you to guide our lives           
                      into the fullness of who you wish us to be.  And together we say, Amen. 
  

Jan Nowak-Lumm, Director of Caring Ministries / Social Services, Salvation Army, Niles, MI 
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Worship Resources  
Week 5 (Matthew 28: 16-20) 

 
Call to Worship 
 Like the disciples so long ago we have come to the mountain to worship. 
  ²9 I!±9 /ha9 ¢h I9!w Dh5Ω{ /haa!b5Φ 
 We have come to hear the Good News. 

WE HAVE COME THAT WE MIGHT BE EMPOWERED TO SHARE THAT SAME GOOD 
NEWS WITH OTHERS BOTH HERE AT HOME AND ABROAD. 

 Let us worship our Lord who is with us always, even to the end of the age. 

 
Call to Confession                                                                                                     
²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ƘŜŀǊŘ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘ ǘƻ ǎǇǊŜŀŘ Iƛǎ ǿƻǊŘ ǎƻ ƻŦǘŜƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŀǊ ǇƘǊŀǎŜǎ 
imprinted in our memory, but we too often do not put those same words into practice.  Let us then 
come to God and confess our failures and our sins.   

 
Prayer of Confession 
Dearest Lord, You have called us to go into our world to build hope and faith among all people, both 
those we know and love and those we shall never meet.  You command us to make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in waters of grace, and teaching them Your Word.                                                                                                                       
We confess that too often we are like those on that holy mountain who doubted.  We doubt if we can 
do it.  We even doubt if it can be done.  The problems of our world seem so great and we are so small.  
Yet, you are a God whose power conquered even death.  Help us to know You can and will conquer the 
needs and despair we see around us.  Help us to join together as one body to build a world of hope and 
faith.  In Your name we pray.  Amen 

Assurance of Pardon                                                                                
The Lord knows of our failings and doubts but still the Lord forgives.  We are a forgiven people.  Let us 
go forth and work in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
 

Prayer of Dedication                                                                             
We present to You our gifts of time, talent, and treasure that You might use us to change our world in 
small and great ways.  We commit ourselves to building wells so the thirsty may drink, to volunteering at 
food pantries that the hungry might eat, to visiting the sick that they might be comforted.  We commit 
our lives to you.  Make us  builders of hope in all we do.  Amen 

 

The Rev. Dr. Patricia Ramsden, First Presbyterian Church, Buchanan, MI 
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/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ aŜǎǎŀƎŜ  
 Week 5 (The Pine Trees know when it is Easter) 

 

Gather the children around you and tell them you have a tale of a miracle in nature to tell about. 
 

Preparation:  This story is best told near Easter. 
 

Questions to pose:  
1. Do you agree that everything in nature was created by God?  The birds?  The mountains?  

The sky?  The trees?  Really? The trees, too?  You are right.  In fact, the white pine trees 
know when it is Easter.  (Expect doubters.) 

2.    Have you ever heard some people doubt that God exists, or have you ever heard people talk 
as ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŜ 9ŀǎǘŜǊ ǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘ dyeing for us, and rising for us.   

Story to be told: 
Several weeks prior to Easter the white pines begin their new growth for a new season.  Pines 
grow their new growth on the very, very  tips of the existing limbs.  As the new growth begins to 
emerge, very special things appear upon each branch of the White Pine, toward the top of the 
tree.  Now mind you, God placed this miracle on not just every pine, but the White Pine.  I have 
a picture for you to see, (or if you have said trees, bring the actual boughs in.)   You see, the 
ǇƛƴŜǎ ƎǊƻǿ ƻǳǘ ǎƳŀƭƭ ƎƻƭŘŜƴ ŎǊƻǎǎŜǎ ǿƘŜƴ 9ŀǎǘŜǊ ƴŜŀǊǎΣ ƘŜǊŀƭŘƛƴƎ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ǊƛǎƛƴƎΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ 
9ŀǎǘŜǊ [ƛƭƛŜǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ŎǊŜŘƛǘΣΧΦǘƘŜ ǇƛƴŜǎ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŜƴ ƛǘ ƛǎ 9ŀǎǘŜǊΣ ǘƻƻΗ 

Gather the children around to hold hands for prayer.  Father, thank you for the pines, thank you 
for the reminders that you are everywhere and that even the trees of the land recognize your 
might.  The trees celebrate your risen son and we are humbled by the awesomeness of your 
gifts.  Thank you O Lord.  Amen. 

 

Jan Nowak-Lumm, Director of Caring Ministries / Social Services, Salvation Army, Niles, MI 
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Worship Resources  
Week 6 (I Peter 2: 4-5) 

 
Call to Worship 

The time has come for us to be living stones used by God to build a house of hope for the Lord.  
WE HAVE COME TO RECEIVE THE BLUEPRINT FOR OUR LIVES THAT THE TEMPLE OF 
THE LORD MIGHT BE GROUNDED IN THE SURE FOUNDATION OF CHRIST.   

We come to build on the rock of our faith. 
 WE COME TO WORSHIP.   

 
Call to Confession 
The Lord has given to us a good foundation that we might become a priesthood of believers, 
but too often we fail to sacrifice our own wants and needs on the altar of love.  Let us, then,  
come before God and confess our sins.   
 
Prayer of Confession 
Too often, Lord, we build our lives on shifting sand, making a monument to our most selfish desires.  We 
do not want to build an altar of hope that causes us to sacrifice our own comfort for the needs of others.  
We do not want to be a holy priesthood sharing Your words of life through the deeds of our lives.  Chip 
away at our stone cold hearts and transform us into living stones of faith that, when fit together, will  
build Your altar of love.  We ask this in the name of the One who is the cornerstone of our lives, Christ 
Jesus our Lord.  Amen 

 
Assurance of Pardon 
God hears the longing of our hearts and forgives our sins.  From this moment on, let our lives be used as 

builders of hope in Christ.    
 
Prayer of dedication 
Lord accept our offerings, not just for this day but for all our lives long.  Let us be builders of hope 
sacrificing our gifts and talents upon Your altar of love.  Let our lives be a sweet incense of devotion for 
You bringing joy and renewed faith to others.  In Christ we pray. Amen 

The Rev. Dr. Patricia Ramsden, First Presbyterian Church, Buchanan, MI 
 

 
 
 
 
 



26 

 

/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ aŜǎǎŀƎŜ  
 Week 6 (The Mighty Dogwood Tree) 

 

Preparation:  In a bag, have ready several clipped boughs of Dogwood tree in flower.  Invite the 
children to join you in front of the sanctuary.  Show the children the bag and create some curiosity 
about what the contents might be. 
 

Questions to pose:  
1. Did you know the Dogwood tree used to be as mighty as the biggest Oak tree?  Now it is a 

slender small boned tree, nothing of its former size.  Do you know why?  What happened 
that changed the Dogwood tree?  How could such an enormous tree change so 
dramatically? (Wait for responses.) 

2. Pull out a branch of Dogwood.  Ask the children, does anyone here know the story of the 
Dogwood tree?  Pass the branch around for them to examine. 

 
According to the story, the Dogwood tree is said to be the kind of tree used to fashion the cross upon 
which Christ was crucified.  The story goes that after that God forever changed the Dogwood to never 
again be able to be harvested for a cross of crucifixion.  Look at the flowering part of the Dogwood.  Do 
you see that there are four petals?  Those are the hands and feet of Christ.  Do you see that at the end 
of each petal is a pink or reddish stain?  That represents the nail marks that went into His hands and 
feet.  Now look at the rough cluster in the center of the flower.  That represents the ragged crown of 
thorns the people forced Christ to wear as they mocked Him as king.   
 

Summary:   
All you neeŘ ǘƻ Řƻ ƛǎ ƭƻƻƪ ƻǳǘ ƛƴǘƻ DƻŘΩǎ ƳŀƎƴƛŦƛŎŜƴǘ ƪƛƴƎŘƻƳ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ Iƛǎ              

         majesty and immense love for us.  Every spring we are gifted with a picture and reminder    
         of just how much God loves us, through the gift of His only son. 

 

Circle the children for a prayer:   
Gracious Father, that you would love us so much as to sacrifice  your only son for the 
forgiveness of our sins, so that we would not have to be forever separate from you, we thank 
you.  That you give us reminders all around us of how much you love us, we thank you.  That 
every day we can be reminders to others, who may not know you, just how much you love 
them, we thank you.  Use us O Lord, we pray.  Amen.  

 

 

Jan Nowak-Lumm, Director of Caring Ministries / Social Services, Salvation Army, Niles, MI 
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Bulletin Inserts 
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Advent House Ministries  
Westminster Presbyterian Church Lansing, MI: 

Changing the world together
 

 

In the northwest section of Lansing is a bright spot 
or those who struggle with homelessness and 
poverty.  The place is Advent House Ministries, 
located in Westminster Presbyterian Church.  The 
ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊƘƻƻŘ Ŏŀƭƭ ƛǘ ά¢ƘŜ IƻǳǎŜέΦ 

It's where folks can go on weekends for a good, 
home-cooked meal and during the week for 
employment assistance and literacy training.  It's a 
safe place where each person is welcomedτwhere 
there are possibilities for growth and change. 

This past year Advent House served 32,000 meals to 
more than 2000 people.  We helped 93 people get 
employment.  We saw our Literacy Program grow 
dramaticallyτfrom 8 enrollees to 40+ students 
attending regularly. 

We also had a unique opportunity this year.  
Through a grant from the Humanities Council, our 
guests created wonderful artwork and told their  

 

stories as part of an exhibit on homelessness, which 
is traveling around the State of Michigan 
throughout 2010.  In this project, we developed a 
close relationship with the Michigan Historical  

Museum, which has opened its doors and its heart 
to our children.  (Pictures of the children enjoying 
the museum are included.) 

Advent House is an amazing organization helping 
amazing people work toward their potential.  We 
would not have been able to do any of this, 
however, without the unconditional love and 
support of the members of Westminster 
Presbyterian Church. 

It takes a true spirit of generosity and great faith for 
a community to regularly invite those who are not 
membersτand might never be membersτinto its 
worship and gathering space.  Every day the 
members of Westminster do just that.  They share 
all that they have and all that they are so that the 
least among us can do great things in our world.  
For 23 years Advent House Ministries has been able 
to reach out to those in need because Westminster 
has been a cornerstone of God's love in the world. 

The Presbytery of Lake Michigan supports Advent 

House Ministries through a $3,400 budget grant 

administered by the Presbyteries Outreach Ministry 

Team.  These partnerships are made possible by the 

mission contributions of every congregation within 

our Presbytery. 

Susan Cancro, Executive Director, Advent House 
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The Welcome Home Dinner 
First Presbyterian Church, Benton Harbor, MI 

 

      

 

First Presbyterian Church is located on 
Morton Hill, the home of African-Americans 
whose families came north a generation ago to 
work in now-closed factories.    It is just a short 
walk from a corrections program and a 
homeless shelter.  Because the church is 
άŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŘ ǘƻ ōǊƛŘƎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƎǳƭŦ ƻŦ ǊŀŎƛŀƭ Ŏƭŀǎǎ 
separationέΣ the members of the church do 
what neighbors do.  They invite everyone over 
for dinner.   

9ŀŎƘ ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅ ŀŦǘŜǊƴƻƻƴΣ ǘƘŜ ǿŜŜƪΩǎ 
volunteers cook for about 50 people.  By 5:15 
p.m. some of the diners are gathering for prayer 
time.  At 6:00 p.m., thanks is given, and all are 
served a hot main course and a potluck of side 
dishes that miraculously appear as the crowd 
gathers. 

Who might be sitting around one of the 
large round tables this week?  Bob, a church 
elder and a social worker, is listening to Richard, 
who left prison after 17 years and sleeps at the 
homeless shelter until he can find a job.   

 
Tommy, who lives on the streets, shares 

his gentle presence at the table while 
Jeannette, a college instructor, looks at the diet 
restriction instructions Tommy  just received 
from the hospital.  Charles joined the church 
earlier this year and lives a few blocks away.  He 
checks in with his friend, Thomas, who is now 
thinking about joining.  Alan has been a leader 
of the church for many years, but originally 
found the church because of the relationships 
built with people just released from prison.  He 
shares a laugh with Allene, a Benton Harbor 
native and member of the school board. 

Through the simple gifts of hospitality 
and listening, something is happening at the 
First Presbyterian Church of Benton Harbor that 
goes deeper than sharing food.   One of the 
ŜƭŘŜǊǎ Ǉǳǘ ƛǘ ōŜǎǘΥ  ά²ŜΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƎƛǾŜƴ ŀ ƎƛŦǘΥ ǘƘŜ 
chance to see the Living Christ in our midst, 
ǊŜŎƻƴŎƛƭƛƴƎ ǳǎ ǘƻ IƛƳǎŜƭŦ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ƻƴŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊΦέ 

 

 

(Text courtesy of Jeanette Holton, elder First 

Presbyterian Church) 
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The Synod of the Covenant  
Mobile Health Fair Ministry

     

 

The Synod of the Covenant Mobile Health Fair 
Ministry brings free health screenings to 
communities who otherwise might not have 
medical help.  In one case, a foster mother 
bringing in a number of children voiced a 
concern about a 5 year old boy who was 
especially disruptive and unruly.  She said he 
had been in a number of foster homes in his 
short life because of his behavior.  When the 
Health Fair Team began the screening on this 
child they discovered he was unable to hear.  
Arranging for a local physician to treat him, he 
was able to hear for the first time in his young 
life.  The once hearing-deprived child is now  

 

 

making the most of his life with his foster 
family. 

The Mobile Health Fair brings life and hope to 
people in need.  A 24 year old Hispanic woman 
was greeted with interpreters who spoke with 
her in her own language.  She told them her 
eyes had been unable to focus on words in a 
newspaper for the last several years.   In 
addition, a dental screening revealed rapidly 
deteriorating teeth.  The next step was a 
glucose screening for diabetes.  The result was 
so dangerously high that the meter could not 
ŀǎǎŜǎǎ ŀ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ǘƻ ƛǘΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǿƻƳŀƴΩǎ ōƻŘȅ ƘŀŘ 
so adapted to her illness that she was largely 
unaware of how very ill she was.  The Health 
Fair arranged for the treatment of her diabetes 
with a local physician. In addition, a local dentist 
worked on her teeth, receiving only what the 
woman was able to pay. 

What can you do to help this vital ministry?  
Invite the Health Fair to your community.  
Encourage local professionals to participate in 
its programs.  Support its work through your 
Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƎƛǾƛƴƎΦ  ±ƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊ ǘƻ ǎŜǊǾŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ CŀƛǊΩǎ 
staff.  Support the ministry with your prayers.  
Visit the Mobile Health Fair website at:  
www.mobilehealthfair.org 

Edited from text provided by Tammy 
Scheuermann, Coordinator, Mobile Health Fair 
Ministry, Synod of the Covenant 

 

 

 

 


