
...to equip the saints for the work of ministry,
or building up the body of Christ.
Ephesians 4:12
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Leadership Workshops
Stewardship
Treasurer
Personnel
Elder/Deacon Training

Building Hope
A Stewardship Curriculum

1 Per Capita and
Presbytery Spending
Per capita is a fundamental way in which all 
of the nearly 11,000 congregations and 
governing bodies of the Presbyterian 
Church (U.S.A.) are connected and 
participate in the work of the wider church.

The Per Capita amount is 
currently $24.25

2

3

1511 Helen Ave, Portage MI 49002
Phone: (269)381.6337
www.LakeMichiganPresbytery.org 

of�ce@lakemichiganpresbytery.org

Presbytery of Lake Michigan is a 
Christian community of 
congregations and clergy seeking 
as disciples of the Lord, Jesus 
Christ, to partner in mission and 
support one another in ministry

Leadership Training

Building Hope

What is Per Capita?
Part of the Administration Team’s challenge is providing 
information and assistance for church leadership. The 
Elder/Deacon Gathering in October brought opportunities 
to share ideas among spiritual leaders.  A Clerk’s Manual 
is now available from the Presbytery Of�ce and a Manual 
for Treasurers may be available by spring. A training event 
for treasurers is being planned. 

Information on the proposed Form of Government will be 
available at the February 12th Presbytery meeting.  
Debate and vote on the proposed Form of Government 
will follow at the April 12th Presbytery meeting. General 
Assembly moderator Cynthia Bolbach will be present at 
that meeting.

Unlike congregations, the presbyteries, synods, and General Assembly do not 
take up offerings to pay electric bills, postage, or most salaries. These costs are 
paid by Per Capita, which is based on a per member �gure that does not 
discriminate between large and small churches. All share expenses equally.
Per Capita pays expenses for Book of Order committees such as the Committee 
on Ministry and the Committee for Preparation for Ministry. Some funds go to the 
General Assembly to pay for General Assembly and Leadership connections. 
More than half the funds stay within the local Presbytery.
More info: www.lakemichiganpresbytery.com/amt

new stewardship program, grounded in the certainty of God’s 
power, love and grace, was unveiled last summer. It is a 
participatory program with worship resources including children’s 
sermons, a curriculum, and a ritual of personal commitment.

Churches already using the program shared:

“We used it in Sunday School and shared the leadership. As the 
program progressed, the river stones we used each week kept 
coming back with new stories of personal commitment and hope.”

“We used the DVD in worship, highlighting the different missions 
in the service. There were times when you could feel the silence that 
comes with being touched by a story seen in the service and lifted up 
in a sermon.”

Back by popular demand, 
there will be another 
Stewardship Workshop this 
year on May 21. 
Presentations will include 
ideas for year-round 
stewardship, some of the 
latest ideas on giving trends, 
and a chance to share ideas 
from other churches. 


